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Proc. 8996 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8996 of June 14, 2013

Father’s Day, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each day, men from every walk of life pour themselves into the hard,
proud, rewarding work of raising our sons and daughters. And each June,
families all across our country pause to say thanks and let fathers know
how much they mean to us—not just as partners or providers, but also as
loving parents who never stop striving to give their kids the best life has
to offer.

We see that sense of commitment throughout our communities. We see it
in our schools, where dads attend assemblies and parent-teacher con-
ferences, and help out with homework. We see it on our playing fields and
in our congregations, where fathers instill the life lessons that set our kids
on a path to success. We see it in parents working a second job or taking
on an extra shift, putting a little away so their children can go to college.
And we see it in mentors and tutors and foster dads, taking on the duties
of fatherhood for young people in need.

That work is rarely easy. But we know it adds up, building character in
our children and instilling in them qualities to last a lifetime: love and
hope, courage and discipline, trust in themselves and others. As fathers,
teaching those values is our first task. Yet too often, boys and girls are
growing up without the support of their fathers. We know our country can
do better. So as men in every corner of America keep stepping up and
being present in the lives of our children, my Administration will keep
striving to support them.

Today, we rededicate ourselves to that important work. And as sons and
daughters, let us show our lasting gratitude to the men who have shaped
us, who lift our sights, and who enrich our lives with a father’s love, day
after day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 16,
2013, as Father’s Day. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government
to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this
day, and I call upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8997 of June 27, 2013

To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences and for Other Purposes

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Section 502(b)(2)(G) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462(b)(2)(G)), provides that the President shall not des-
ignate any country a beneficiary developing country under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) if such country has not taken or is not taking
steps to afford internationally recognized worker rights to workers in the
country (including any designated zone in that country). Section 502(d)(2)
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(d)(2)) provides that, after complying with
the requirements of section 502(f)(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)),
the President shall withdraw or suspend the designation of any country as
a beneficiary developing country if, after such designation, the President
determines that as the result of changed circumstances such country would
be barred from designation as a beneficiary developing country under sec-
tion 502(b)(2) of the 1974 Act. Section 502(f)(2) of the 1974 Act requires
the President to notify the Congress and the country concerned at least 60
days before terminating its designation as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP.

2. Having considered the factors set forth in section 502(b)(2)(G) and pro-
viding the notification called for in section 502(f)(2), I have determined
pursuant to section 502(d) of the 1974 Act, that it is appropriate to suspend
Bangladesh’s designation as a GSP beneficiary developing country because
it has not taken or is not taking steps to afford internationally recognized
worker rights to workers in the country. In order to reflect the suspension
of Bangladesh’s status as a beneficiary developing country under the GSP,
I have determined that it is appropriate to modify general notes 4(a) and
4(b)(i) of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS).

3. Section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act provides that beneficiary developing
countries, except those designated as least-developed beneficiary devel-
oping countries or beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries as provided
in section 503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject
to competitive need limitations on the preferential treatment afforded
under the GSP to eligible articles.

4. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act, I have determined that
in 2012 certain beneficiary developing countries exported eligible articles
in quantities exceeding the applicable competitive need limitations, and I
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